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About  Sepsis  Alliance
Founded in 2007

• Founded out of personal t ragedy and nat ional 
need.

• Nat ion’s  firs t  and leading sepsis patient advocacy 
organization.

• Trusted partner to patients, healthcare providers, 
healthcare systems, professional associations, 
researchers, government, and industry.​

• Vision: A world in which nobody is  harmed by 
sepsis .​

Sepsis Alliance Founder Carl Flatley, DDS, MSD, with 
daughter, Erin​
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Commit ted to Partnership*
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*Partial list -  full list of partners at Sepsis.org



• The #1 cause of hospital deaths.
• The #1 cost of hospital and skilled nursing care -  

$62B/year!​
 Not including non-SNF post-acute care, prostheses, 

workplace productivity, litigation.
• The #1 cause of hospital readmissions.​
• The #2 cause (23%) of maternal death.
• Kills more children than cancer.
• 87% of cases are present  on admission.

The Burden of Sepsis  in the U.S.
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Sepsis  and Disparit ies
• Black pat ients  are nearly tw ice as likely to die 

• Black or Hispanic children with severe sepsis or 
septic shock are approximately 25% more likely to 
die 

• American Indians and Alaskan Nat ives are at least 
1 .5  times more likely to die from sepsis 

• Black w omen have more than tw ice the risk of 
severe maternal sepsis

• Limited English proficiency (LEP), less  educat ion, 
low er income are all associated with a higher 
mortality risk

Sepsis Alliance. Sepsis and Health Equity. 
2024. https://www.sepsis.org/sepsis-and-health-equity/
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Sepsis  Survivor Survey Results
Based on a  2023 Sepsis  Alliance Poll
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Key Findings

Sepsis.org
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• 3,131 respondents completed the survey.

• More than half (56%) of respondents have experienced sepsis more than once.

• Fewer than ha lf (45%) of respondents received discharge education materials  that were clearly 
explained to them after their first sepsis experience.

• Of those tha t  were employed at the time of their first sepsis experience
More than three -quarters (77%) missed at least 1  month of work 
 Nearly half (43%) missed 6  months or more 
More than 1  in 1 0  (12%) have s t ill not  returned to w ork 

• Three quarters (75%) had medical support after being discharged from acute care.
 3 5 % w ent  to a subacute/rehabilitation facility
 4 0 % w ent  directly to home/loved one’s home, w ith support from home care/visiting nurse/etc.

• More than 8  in 1 0  (83%) had some impact on their mental health, 8 0 %  had some impact on cognitive 
function, and 8 2 %  had some impact on physical abilities.
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Survivors experience mental, cognit ive, and physical
challenges after sepsis .
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Q21: Please indicate to w h a t extent you have been impacted by the follow ing symptoms after your sepsis
diagnosis? N=3131
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Extremely Impacted

34% 29%
31%



There are mixed feelings of support in their
recovery.
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Q: How  supported did you feel in your recovery by the follow ing
people? N=3131
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Sepsis  Alliance’s  Impact

Four Pillars:

1 . Patient Education and Support

2 . Healthcare Professional (HCP) Education and Training

3. Policy and Advocacy

4. Research and Innovation
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Sepsis
A life-threatening emergency that happens when your body’s 

response to an infection damages vital organs and, often, causes death.
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higher or lower 
than normal 

may have signs 
and symptoms 
of an infection

confused, 
sleepy, difficult 

to rouse

severe pain, 
discomfort, 

shortness of 
breath 

Some of the most common symptoms include:



Pat ient  Educat ion and Support
Sepsis .org Educat ional Content

Faces of Sepsis Sepsis  Alliance Connect
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2  million vis itors  annually

Peer support community for all those impacted by sepsis. 
More than 4,500 part icipants .

FacesofSepsis.org
2,000+ shared experiences.

Award winning videos, sepsis information guides, sepsis 
and... library. Multi- language and accessible content.​



• Virtual support community designed for the 
millions of people affected by sepsis annually, 
including survivors, caregivers, and those who lost 
a loved one.​

• Launched in June 2022.
• More than 4,500 members to date.​

Sepsis  Alliance Connect SepsisConnect.org
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PUBLIC AWARENESS, EDUCATION, AND SUPPORT

“The connection with other survivors in the peer 
support group meetings. It makes me feel safe and not 
alone, it makes me feel like I have a shot at a longer 
life than I had imagined after surviving septic shock.” 
- Sepsis Survivor 
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Faces  of Sepsis



Saving Time to Save Lives: 
Building a  Research-Ready Community "Pat ient  Academy" for Sepsis  Diagnosis

• Project running from​ February 2024 – July 2025.
• Trained two cohorts to include sepsis survivor and caregiver voices as partners in 

research.
 Cohort 1: Sepsis survivors and family/friend caregivers; trained to use their lived 

experience to inform research study design, conduct, analysis, and dissemination.
 Cohort 2: Clinicians and researchers; trained to leverage survivor/caregiver voices 

in the conduct of research.
• Next step: Starting in August 2025, Sepsis Alliance will serve as matchmaker, 

helping connect program graduates to researchers in the area of sepsis diagnosis. 
• Program funded by Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI).
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Pediat ric Sepsis  – Meet  Bug

To find out more about pediatric sepsis visit: 
https://www.sepsis.org/sepsisand/children/



Get  VAXXED 
A campaign funded by GlaxoSmithKline

• Vaccination confidence campaign intended to 
reach medically underserved areas with low 
vaccination rates in New Orleans, Mississippi, 
and W est Virginia.

• PSA ads running through June and July 
including billboards, busses, and transit 
shelters.

• GetVaxxed.org landing page provides 
information about how vaccines work and 
where to find them, along with their connection 
to sepsis. 
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In 2011, Sepsis Alliance declared September to be Sepsis Awareness Month, an annual 

opportunity for individuals, healthcare professionals, and organizations big and small to help 

save lives by raising awareness of the leading cause of deaths in U.S. hospitals  – sepsis. ​

Sep sis  Ob servances

September is  Sepsis  Aw areness  Month
SepsisAwarenessMonth.org
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Sepsis  Observances



• 2,000+ hospitals
• Growing by 1,000 each month.
• Multiple free courses (200+) -  new 

monthly
• Symposia, roundtables, conferences.
• Free CNE (ACCME coming soon).
• Faculty of 275 leading expert SMEs.​
• NEW  - Sepsis Fundamentals course  
• NEW  – AMR Podcast 

Sepsis  Alliance Inst itute
SepsisInstitute.org
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HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING

60,000+ Learners





Sepsis  Alliance Voices

• Leverage 10,000+ patient voices and 60,000+ HCP voices to influence state and federal 
regulatory policy and legislation. 

Key init ia t ives:
• W orking with CDC on new sepsis measures – outcomes based with automated 

collection from the EMR which will reduce the burden of documentation under the 
current SEP-1 measure.

• Lulu's Law (National Sepsis Action Plan per W HO and G-7).
• National Sepsis Data Trust (registry). 
• NEW  - ICD-10 diagnosis code for post-hospital sepsis care.
• Hospital reimbursement for sepsis care. 
 NY State Department  of Health (DOH) rules under Art icle  44, all state‐licensed hospitals  must 

use Sepsis-2 definitions (based on SIRS criteria) for identification, treatment, and associated 
billing 

 Kentucky in place
 W orking with Oklahoma and New Jersey

Policy and Advocacy
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P O LICY AND ADVO CACY

SepsisVoices.org



Key Init ia t ives:

• W orking with all stakeholders to accelerate the flow 
of innovation "from brain to bedside"

• FDA Collaborative Community – Infection 
Management and Sepsis Collaborative Community 
(IMSCC) -  100 participating stakeholders

• ASPR funded with BARDA and CDC participation

• Building the platform to convene and catalyze 
stakeholders to advance sepsis understanding and 
care improvement

Research and Innovat ion
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P O LICY AND ADVO CACY

SepsisVoices.org



• The Unite for Sepsis Symposium will foster collaborat ion and innovat ion in the fight against sepsis.
• Topics will include regulatory approval of diagnostics, AI tools, clinical trials , funding pathways, and more, all designed to 

enhance understanding, improve outcomes, and save lives and limbs.
• Keynote Speakers :

• Derek Angus, MD, MPH, FRCP, Univers ity of Pit t sburgh Health Sciences  and UPMC
• Laura Evans, MD, MSc, Univers ity of W ashington Medical Center
• Nate Shapiro, MD, Harvard Medical School and Beth Israel Lahey Health

       Date:  September 8  -  9 , 2025
       Locat ion: Gleacher Center
         Chicago, IL

To learn more or to register and sponsor visit: UniteforSepsis.org
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https://sepsisalliance.regfox.com/unite-for-sepsis-symposium


Thank you!

Tom Heymann, President & CEO​
Theymann@sepsis.org

Learn more at sepsis.org.

@sepsisalliance
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